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Agenda
1:30 – 1:35 Introductions and Housekeeping

1:35 – 1:40 Old Business

1:40 – 1:45 Review of minutes:

 July 28, 2015 meeting

1:45 – 4:05 Discussion on Nitrogen Reduction Strategies Study:

 Current Status

 Discussion on Task B Final 

Report

 Discussion on 

Implementation Plan

 Report Structure

 Timeline

 Next Steps

4:05 – 4:10 Updates on Other Projects

4:10 – 4:20 New Business

 Discussion on election of chair for next meeting

4:20 – 4:25 Public Comment 2



Introductions & Housekeeping
• Committee roll call

• Identification of audience

• How to view web conference

• Mute / unmute phone line = *6

• Do not put phone on hold

• Download meeting material:

http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/

onsite-sewage/research/rrac.html
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Old Business

Update on RRAC composition
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Review of Meeting Minutes

• July 28, 2015
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Florida Onsite Sewage Nitrogen 

Reduction Strategies Study
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 Discussion on Task B Final Report

 Discussion on Implementation Plan

 Report Structure

 Timeline

 Next Steps

Florida Onsite Sewage Nitrogen 

Reduction Strategies Study
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Nitrogen Study – Current Status
• Legislature appropriated $10,000 to conclude the 

study

• Final report from the Department due 12/31/2015 

containing:

1. Analysis of field monitoring of performance and cost of 

technologies at various sites

2. Analysis of soil and groundwater sampling at various sites 

to determine how nitrogen moves

3. Analysis of various models to show how nitrogen is affected 

by treatment in Florida-specific soils

4. Final reporting on all tasks with recommendations for 

science-based nitrogen reduction options for OSTDS
8



Nitrogen Study – Financial Status

• All invoices have been submitted and 

routed for payment

• Total contract spending:  $4,729,865
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Discussion on Nitrogen Reduction 

Strategies Study:

 Discussion on Task B Final Report

(switch to response to comment 

document)

Florida Onsite Sewage Nitrogen 

Reduction Strategies Study
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Florida Onsite Sewage Nitrogen 

Reduction Strategies Study
Implementation Plan:

Goal: Make tools available to reduce 

nitrogen contributions from septic 

systems
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DEP BMAP Activities

Three prong:

1. Projects

2. Research

3. Education

Advisory committee specific to OSTDS in 

each BMAP
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Baseline conventional OSTDS enhanced 

with nitrogen reduction

Requires rule change                                          

.

Estimated timeframe: 12/31/2015
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Incorporate nitrogen study systems as 

approved performance-based systems

Requires development of system 

specifications

Estimated timeframe: Immediate
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New nitrogen reducing systems section in 

Chapter 64 E-6

Requires rule and possibly statute 

changes

Estimated timeframe: 9/1/2016
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Public education and training on nitrogen 

reduction strategies

Requires training development and 

message standardization 

Estimated timeframe: Immediate
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Planning-level tools to assess nitrogen 

reducing strategies (inventory, model)

Requires coordination with local 

stakeholders

Estimated timeframe: Immediate
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Determine funding solutions for nitrogen 

reduction efforts

Requires coordination DEP                        

.

Estimated timeframe: 7/1/2016
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Final Report Outline:
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Final Report Outline:
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Final Report Outline:
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Florida Onsite Sewage Nitrogen 

Reduction Strategies Study

Next steps:

1. TRAP meeting end October

2. Draft report for review begin November
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Public comment on nitrogen study



Updates on Other Projects
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f l o r i d a h e a l t h . g o v / F L W M I

30Florida Water 

Management 

Inventory

Status # Counties

Completed 13

Data Gathered 11

Data Requested 22

Future Work 21

Grant Funding: 

$390,800

Match commitment: 

$260,100

Need confirmation from RRAC that 

this funding plan is acceptable



Other Business
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Public Comment

32



New Business

Need election at next meeting for chair and 

vice-chair for committee.  

Send nominations to Elke Ursin 

(elke.ursin@flhealth.gov).
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Next Meeting Discussion

Meeting in November 2015 to go over 

draft Final Report and elect chair and 

vice chair.

Looking into having this meeting in 

the Orlando area.
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Closing Comments and 

Adjournment

Elke Ursin, PMP, CPM

Email: Elke.Ursin@flhealth.gov

Phone: 850-245-4444 x 2708

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A08, 

Tallahassee FL, 32399-1710
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